How to Cite a Source

Goal: Students will be introduced to how to write basic citations.

Objective:  Students will practice how to cite various sources.

Materials Needed:

1. Access to:   http://nausetschools.org/research/worksgrade3.htm

2.  Print off as handout for students and one for overhead projector if using.

Procedure:

Tell a “tall tale” about something you heard.  

Could it be true?  How would students know if something was true?  

If you say it is so, is it?  What would they need to know to be sure it was true?

Source of information is important.  We need to know where you get your information and if we trust it.

When you research a topic, you need to “cite” your source.  Define “cite” for students.

II. How to Cite Sources

1. Pass out citation handout.  Review styles and where they will find the information.  

2. Give student pairs one or two books, websites, online encyclopedia each and have them try to write citation for each source.  

III. Share and Summarize: what was hard for them to find? Why do we need to do this?
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