How to Use the Whatcom County Library System's Website

Developed for: Ann Skelton, Kendall Elementary School

Written By: Tamar Clarke

Goal: Students will be introduced to how to use the WCLS catalogue and view the Kid's page.

Objective:  Students will be able to find a book title and view the Kids Page on the WCLS website.

Materials Needed:  

1. Computers for individual, pairs or small groups of students that have Internet access.

2. The teacher should have projector to demonstrate introduction web sites to students.  If a projector is not available, print off copies of introduction websites and put on overhead.

3. List of pre-selected book titles that you wish to have your students search for on WCLS.

Procedure:

1.  Have students brainstorm why we have libraries.  Why not just have bookstores? How are they the same and how are they different?  Help them understand the value of a public library as a place everyone can go.

2.  Show students wcls.org website.  This is their local library's website.  They can look up any book right from school or their home.
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Go to the search catalog on the main page. 

Use the drop down menu to select a book title or subject or author.  In this case, I put in “title” and used “Washington” as my title.  
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Click the  “GO” button.  It will take you to the titles are[image: image4.jpg]) MR i

Kids Teens Homebound Catalog ~Research Locations Evemts ~AboutUs Help

“ﬂ Welcome to your library
I the best place to begin

whatcom county
library system

SEARCH CATALOG undo =i o

Find your answers here:

e




 available.

Give students a few titles and subjects to practice.

3.  Kid's Page:

Show them where the kids page is located.  They can go there for homework help, online games, etc.
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Click on “Kids” icon at the home page. There is a “Teacher” and Parent section, but if they just click on the kids section it will take them to the kids page. [image: image3.jpg]port vour Library - Foundation - Friends o Brivacy - My Account - O KGR
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4. Share and Summarize: 

Have students share what they liked about the site 

How could they could use it in the future?  (i.e. class projects, new books to read  etc.)

5.  Extension ideas:  

Play a "treasure hunt" game where you list a topic and they see how many books on that topic they can find.  

How to get a library card - turn in for extra credit.

